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FIVE-YEAR SUMMARY

NIA Students with Stepping Stones Stable:
Horseback Riding and Small Animals Program

New Independence Academy, now in its sixth school year, is serving, nurturing, and
growing students touched by high functioning autism. We take very seriously the
philosophy that children diagnosed with autism deserve a school that offers an
environment where they can thrive socially and have more energy to pour and soar into an
academic program that is structured to teach the way they learn.
In 2013, our founding board members, parents touched by autism and one special
education teacher, presented their stories and passion for a school that was an alternative
to traditional school programs to the board members of a local church. Being so touched
by the parent’s vision to be the preferred educational choice in eastern NC where children
diagnosed with high functioning autism can thrive and not just survive, the members
agreed on a partnership that would begin the journey of opening a private K-12 school for
these children.
The pages that follow highlight our efforts since 2013 and set the stage for what is to come.
To our students and their families, numerous supporters, donors, sponsors, volunteers,
staff, and friends who made our program, initiatives, and events possible-THANK YOU. You
are our champions and we look forward to working together in the coming years.

Our Mission
Help prepare children diagnosed with high functioning autism and other pervasive development
disorders to lead happy, independent lives by creating an environment in which they can learn
the skills necessary to integrate successfully into society.

9TH GRADE, NIA Student
A hand-written note from one of our students
to a donor from 2016.
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Acceptance

Therapeutic Program

Support a socially
inclusive environment to
help in bringing down
individual barriers.

Promote physical,
occupational, and
emotional growth
in students.

The preferred school in eastern NC where
children diagnosed with high functioning
autism can thrive and not just survive.

s

Network

Learning Styles

Build and strengthen
relationships
throughout the local
and extended
communities.

Acknowledge and
nurture students’
unique skills and
abilities.

STRATEGIC PLAN AND CORE ELEMENTS
ACCEPTANCE

THERAPEUTIC
PROGRAM
School Director and

LEARNING
STYLES

Consistent monthly
teachers strive for
horseback riding,
equality of access to
swimming, and
student
classes for
socialization and
movement, and art
encourage each
student’s growth that offer balance and
essential respite.
toward success.

Teachers follow an
educational model
compatible with
the unique learning
differences often
characterized by
autism.

NETWORK
School Director
connects with
other school
administrators and
service agencies to
strengthen our
outreach and
relationship.

INSPIRED
STUDENTS
AND
COMMUNITY
TO VIEW THE
TRAITS OF
AUTISM AS A
SKILL SET
Students holding positive autism trait posters during the opening
ceremony at our 1st Annual Rockin‘ with AWETISM® event

We held the largest annual
autism acceptance event in
Wayne County.
Rockin’ With AWETISM®
Each April, National Autism Awareness Month,
students, families, and the community come
together to Celebrate the Abilities of autism at
our Rockin’ AWETISM® live auction and car show.
Our event is promoted across Wayne and
surrounding counties and Seymour Johnson AFB.
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Celebrating
Years of

AWETISM

®

We helped reshape student’s self-perceptions to those of self-acceptance,
worthiness, and capable as we focused on the abilities of autism.
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ENHANCED
SOCIAL SKILLS
BETWEEN
PEERS WHICH
IS ESSENTIAL
FOR A
STUDENT TO
THRIVE
Students from Middle and High School classes playing
a round of basketball as an elementary student observes.

We offered therapeutic programs around
movement and outdoor time to help our
students embrace the social aspect of life.
Swimming, Horseback Riding, Movement, and Art
Students benefited from activities that offered breaks from the
routine academic regimen to bring them back into balance and
reduce anxiety. Many are prone to meltdowns from sensory
overload and fatigue from constantly attempting to regulate
themselves among all the distractions. Breaks from the
classroom environment each week helps students to reorganize
and ready themselves to focus on the task at hand.
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Middle School Class doing classwork: 2016-2017 school year

We implemented accommodations
in seating and for different learning
styles in our classrooms.
Set Up Classrooms to Help Students Regulate Their Sensory Systems
Classrooms were equipped to help every student work around sensitivities.
For example, even small groups of students can make too much noise for
others who have sensitivities to sound. Options were made available along
with other sensory tools to aid the student to self-regulate their emotions
and keep themselves on task when distractions compete for their attention.

Hired A New Program Director
Hired a new program director, Dr. Kelly Alves, Ed.D., with experience in
individualized learning. Dr. Alves has worked with children on the spectrum
throughout her career and focused her doctoral dissertation on the
education of students with autism. Her primary interests are Professional
development for educators, gender differences in autism, and the benefits
of action-based learning for individuals with autism.
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NIA students and families attending an ECU Women’s
Basketball game February 2018 with the ECU Residential Scholars

We partnered with other
organizations to provide social and
cultural activities that help with
social development.
The East Carolina University Residential Scholars have hosted our
students and their families for cultural and sports related events for
the last three years. Scholars engage students in conversation and
camaraderie over a meal and later at the event. In addition, students
get more comfortable and familiar with the goings-on of a college
campus as well as public gatherings.
Students are provided ample opportunities to experience
public situations with “learning” field trips to Museums, the
Fire Department (photo left), Aquariums, North Carolina
Zoo, Day in The Park events, Sensory Friendly Baseball
Games, supermarkets, restaurants, and more.
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We connected
with
professionals
in the
community to
help elevate
and expand
our
opportunities
for growth
and outreach.
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony with The Wayne
County Chamber of Commerce, February 13, 2015

Strengthened and grew our connection with
other professionals who work with children in
the community.
Preliminary approval from AdvancED® Performance Accreditation
Review carried out during October 2018 which examines the
policies, programs, practices, learning conditions and cultural
context of the school. Final approval TBD at January 2019 meeting.
Recognized by the Autism Society of North Carolina for outstanding
Service
Pending to individuals with Autism in Wayne County, April 10, 2014.

Tripled student enrollment and hired more teachers and
assistants to maintain a student to teacher ratio of 6:1.
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Dr. Kelly Alves, Ed.D., NIA
Program Director (Right), and
Kristi Morin, President of NC
CEC-DADD (Council for
Exceptional Children-Division
on Autism and
Developmental
Disabilities). June 27,
2018. Dr. Alves is also a
board member of CEC-DADD.

Demonstrated
sound fiscal
management
NIA students participating in the
2017 Goldsboro Christmas parade

2017

2017 income by type

$ OVERVIEW

Public
support

11%

total assets

$176,296
total liabilities

$3,989

program
service
revenue

89%

total unrestricted net assets

$172,307

2017 expenditures by function
fundraising

total change in net assets

4%

$70,183
cash and cash
equivalents year-end

$169,966
Our complete 990 is available upon request.

96%
program
services

O%

Administration
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All Non-employees

Graduates

Of 2016 and 2017

Three of our four
Graduates are enrolled at
Wayne Community College in
Goldsboro, North Carolina.

Testimonials
“My daughter feels safe again. She has been at NIA for over a
year now and she is so happy. No more psychiatry or counseling
appointments, no more antidepressants, or antianxiety
medication. My daughter feels ‘safe’ at NIA. Her teachers
really know her, they support her, and she is able to truly learn,
grow and thrive in her environment. “
-Chasity Phillips
Licensed Professional Counselor
(Pictured at left)

“His life has improved greatly. He has friends
now. Equally important, his reading and math
skills have improved immensely. My husband
and I are delighted with his progress in such a
short period of time.”
- Mother of 3rd grade student

“CJ’s handwriting has improved drastically
and I’ve seen a huge difference in his
vocabulary and literacy skills. From a social
/ emotional standpoint, I’ve noticed that he
is much more caring than before. Especially
with his family.”

Speech Pathologist

-Emily Martin
Public School Teacher
Member of

Chamber of Commerce
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3000 Summit Road, Goldsboro, North Carolina 27534
919.288.2429
www.NewIndependence.org

4TH GRADE, NIA Student

Another hand-written note from one of our
students to a donor from 2016.
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CELEBRATE THE ABILITIES!

© 2018 New Independence Academy

